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VERYBODY’S
doing it: housewives, scien-
tists, schoolboys, policemen

especially policemen —
farmers, milkmen and plum-
bers’ mates.

In fact UFQOs are surprisingly un-
sclectivé_in their audience. Of course
some of the spotters are nuts, partially
blind or given to hallucinations, and
most of the rest have seen nothing
more simster than a weather balloon,
an unusually bright star or a plane at
an odd angle.

They're casily faughed off. and partly be:
cause of them thats still the natural reacton

1 1o the tiny proportion a few thousand,
hy whose sightings are not so readily

SheniT Jim Robertson, just one
nesses who reported a UFQ
near Willard, Ohio.

fen it was there. It had been
o 15t o west and then it stopped
nbout 100 feet up just m front of me.

al doren
four mionths ag

“All'of a

It was shaped like a giganiic football with a'sort
of tail beneath it and o lighted transparent dome
an top

" Al the sides were red and white lights flash-

lghts in the dome kepl getting
1 as though someons were moy

At the same time, but several miles away.
18-year-old Dorothy Goble spotted what she
called a “crazy flying schoolbus in the sky ™.

And three vears ago Virginia businessman
ChHIT Crowder had an even stranger expenence.
He was driving home to South Hill when
“] saw a huge object on the road. 1 saw the
ohject clearly for at least five seconds. It was

haps 12 feet in diameter and 15 or 20 feet
ligh. 1t scemed 1o be sitling on legs three feet

high.

“Suddenly therewas a blinding Nash of white
fire from the bottom of the“thing. 1 don’
remember hearing any sound at all, Jilll-u.vus.l'lt 1
saw the object go up from the ground, batall of
this happened 50 fast and the intense light may
have blinded me for an instant.

“When I was over the surprise [ bent down
and looked up through the windshield. 1 didn’t
see anvthing except the moon and some
clouds.”

He reported it straight away 1o the police,
and when they arrived around half an hour |ater
they were more than a little surprised to find a
burned patch of road about four feet by two —
still hot. The plot thickened when they dis
covered four half-inch holes in the road around
the burned patch forming an almost exact 12
fool square,

There have been many more equally convinc
ing sightings around the world, from Russia o
Australia, Canada to New Guinea, Brazil to
Britain

How are they to be imterpreted? How much
importance should be placed upon  them?

e Al

Last week four Staffordshire policemen on .
saw and photographed what they describec
squarish-shaped light, drifting about 300 fé
Home Office has their film and is refusing t
Here JOHN STEAD examines the UFO mys
to @ man who has taken it seriously for 25
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Tricky questi epmcally = 2n age of scepl-
cism when anjpee =% hasn 't actually scen 2
UFO is more s Sty 55 stject their existence
out of hand.

And of oo Sy W good reason to do 50:
hasic logic is 48 sgeesss UFOs from the start.
Their beha o mmance. follows no re

cognisable pafess. Casspars i with the natural
progression of e ssplorston of the moon: if
there had wligeny §e there it could have
been in no o owr mwentions and, more
aver, wonld haee been abie 30 prove conclusive-
Iy that we had

You coan't By S s for UFOS Mobody
has yet come s poncrete prool of ther
existence: pholags wre generally not clear
ot more than smudged blurs,
and they havilielh sesbemg behind that wasa't

here before offer e Espressions on the sur-
face.
Their intent r & mystery oo: are they

g¢ mdWlerent? There's no
gy they have never com

-
So there is 3 comifics wiile il is quite Impos
Sise the warious reported phe
omena. it isS S Empossible 10 deny the ab-
solute since S pamiey of the many hun-
dreds of ob™e% . sl ower the planct who cer
i PR bawe seen what they say they

have seen

What is . eme™ There seems no pressing
reason why Wfithieg at all should be done:
after all, i’ thily mee malignant they arc clearly

so far ahead {§f o=r technology that we would
stand no chanfe of defending ourselves.

And il they|lare benevolent, here on a day trip
to what they {kight well regard as some of kind
of galactic @ i seems they have no wish (o

escalate their degree of contact with us.

But this view denics that very basic human
characteristic, curiosity, in which one Antoni
Srachnowski is especinfly well blessed. Mr
Srachnowski lives in ong of South London’s
seedier backwaters, a treble-chinned pudding of
a man reminiscent of hall a dozen different
comedians rolled into one

By day he is senior cxpon elerk for Chrysler
cars, but by night he assumes the mantle he
clearly prefers: Global Co-ordinator of Project
International LUFO Petition-to the- Linited Na
Lsns. g

e

His first contact with the unknown came dur
ing the war. *1 was un artillery Lieutenant in the
Second Polish Corps stationed in Italy — near
Loreto, It was 11 o'clock one morning when
suddenly | saw our scldiers looking up and
pointing and | locked there and saw an egg
shaped glittering thing, metallic glittering.

“It made no movement or sound. A few mi
nutes later our anti-aircraft batteries opened up
and you could see the pop-pop-pop of the ahl:ll[ﬁ
bursting. But they couldn’t reach i

=“After a while our guns stopped. but we
could still see shells bursting and so the Ger-
mans must also have been finng on it

“So that precluded it being German; but not
entirely, | suppose. It was after the Monte Casi
no break and there was a jot of movement, o0 it
was possible that one section of the front didn't
know what the other was doing.

*But 1 don't think it was normal: there were
no balloons thet could fly above the barrages




